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6660 Gratiot Rd 
Saginaw, MI  48609 

 
 
Tittabawassee River Cleanup and Restoration Projects 
Janelle Pistro provided an update on Dow's cleanup and natural resource damage 
projects along the Tittabawassee River. She discusses two bank management areas 
(BMA 29 and SBMA 3-1) where work will be conducted this year starting in May and 
June respectively. These projects are a result of ongoing monitoring efforts and involve 
bank stabilization and maintenance near the bike trail project and the upcoming 
restoration of the Bailey Bridge, which will become a pedestrian bridge connecting the 
bike trail. 
 
Floodplain Cleanup and Conservation Efforts 
Floodplain properties scheduled for cleanup this year include five residential and one 
non-residential property. The monitoring program for floodplain properties includes 
checking for recontamination after flood events, following up with properties that couldn't 
be evaluated initially, and reassessing land use changes. She presented maps of the 
cleanup areas and highlighted an eagle's nest near one property and the measures 
taken to protect it during the work. She also described the tree work done in winter to 
prepare for the cleanup, considering bat and eagle protection restrictions. 
 
Saginaw River Cleanup and Data Collection 
Dow also provided an update on the ongoing data collection and evaluation efforts in 
the Saginaw River and its floodplain. The team is continuing to fill data gaps, with recent 
sampling events conducted to understand sediment behavior in the river system. the 
Saginaw River is different from the Tittabawassee River, with hardened banks and 
channelization affecting sediment movement. The team is working to define the 
appropriate floodplain area for evaluation under the Superfund program. 
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Midland Restoration Projects Overview 
Janelle provided an overview of NRD restoration projects being conducted under the 
consent decree. Eagle Ridge has been open since July 2022 and features walking trails 
and boardwalks over wetland areas. The Bay City Trail project is also open to the 
public, with ongoing improvements to vegetation and pollinator mixes. The Greater 
Midland project includes three nature preserves totaling 1,500 acres. The Saigo Nature 
Preserve (Track A) opened last fall, Track B is a restoration-only area with no public 
access, and Track C is set to open on July 17th with accessible paved trails. 
 
The Shiawassee National Wildlife Refuge expansion project has successfully acquired 
nearly 200 acres across four properties, with three deals closed and one pending. The 
Green Corridor Project, also known as the Tittabawassee River Conservation Program, 
has exceeded its goal of 2,000 acres under conservation easement. A fish passage 
project at the Dow dam is in the permitting stage, involving EGLE, Army Corps, and 
FEMA, with construction expected to start next spring. The fish passage will allow 
various species, including walleye, white sucker, and white bass, to move upstream 
while maintaining the dam's function for fire suppression at the plant site. 
 
The Bay City Restoration Project includes two main areas: a nature preserve opening 
later this summer and a coastal wetland area. The nature preserve, to be named 
Mariners Preserve, will feature walking trails and improved parking. The wetland area 
will have two fishing platforms, walking trails, and is being managed for invasive 
species. An eagle's nest is located nearby, attracting many eagles. The project also 
involves renovating a lighthouse and constructing an education center in partnership 
with Saginaw Valley State University, which will be called the Lake Huron Research 
Station. Dow's responsibility includes providing infrastructure such as parking, utilities, 
and access roads for the education center. 
 
Community Involvement Plan 
EPA provided an update on the community involvement plan for the cleanup project. 
The draft plan will be available for a 30-day informal comment period soon. It includes 
site history, outreach processes, project timeline updates, and information on related 
activities in the area. EPA encourages people to join the email listserv to receive 
notifications. EPA also plans to resume sending out a project newsletter.  
 
Floodplain Soils Warning Signs Updates 
Michigan DHHS reported a delay in approving signage due to concerns about clearly 
communicating that dioxin remains present in the area at lower levels. A follow-up 
meeting will be scheduled to address this issue. 
 


