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Prior to the meeting, CAG members toured the newly opened Redtail Nature Preserve.
Kaylyn Flanigan of the US Fish and Wildlife Service provided an overview of the Natural
Resource Damage Assessment and Restoration (NRDAR) program activities that are
being conducted by the Trustees as the April 2025 meeting covered the NRDAR
projects implemented by Dow.

Natural Resource Trustees Project Updates

The goal of NRDAR is to achieve restoration of injured resources for benefit of the
public. The assessment for this project began in 2005 and the Trustee Council was
formed including Michigan EGLE, Michigan DNR, the Michigan Attorney General, the
US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Bureau of Indian Affairs, and the Saginaw Chippewa
Indian Tribe. In 2020, a settlement between Dow and the Natural Resource Trustees
was finalized. Since 2020, Dow and the Trustees have collaboratively designed and
implemented projects as prescribed in the Consent Decree. During project
implementation, different Trustees may lead Trustee-implemented projects. Discussion
highlighted the ambitious 5-year timeline set by the consent decree for completing the
wide range of projects included in the consent decree, acknowledging that delays and
increased costs were to be expected due to a wide range factors, but that an
impressive amount of work has been completed.

The following Trustee-led projects were identified.

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan Restoration. 82 acres along Saginaw
Bay include invasive species treatment, potential wild rice restoration this is tribal
property and will be available to tribal citizens.

Saginaw River Headwaters Recreation Area. Over 330 acres of habitat and two miles
of trail. NRDAR funds were used for invasive species management, education and
outreach, and infrastructure



Saginaw Bay Spawning Reef. $1milion will support the construction and monitoring of
2 acres of rock reef in the Bay.

Shiawassee National Wildlife Refuge Restoration. Over 10,000 acres is managed by
Refuge staff.

Thomas Township. $1 million was provided for the creation of the nature preserve.

Supplemental Projects. $5 million was set aside for community-informed projects.
Funding from the 1998 settlement with GM was also added. In 2023, the Trustees
developed a restoration plan with 10 projects, 7 to be routed through the Tittabawassee
Trustee Council. Supplemental projects include:

« $1 million to the Maxwell Trust,

+ Tittabawassee River floodplain easements and restoration,

» Poseyville Road/South Riverfront Park,

+ Thomas Township: Invasive species management and bank stability study

» Chippewa Nature Center equipment purchase and installation of memorial
plaque on Sygo Nature Preserve,

« Saginaw Bay Sturgeon Project stocking sturgeon along the Tittabawassee and
Saginaw Rivers, educational signage and outreach telemetry tags and receivers
and a documentary development,

» Bay City State Park Habitat Restoration and Maintenance for invasive mapping
and treatment and native plant surveys.

Phragmites Management and Restoration Challenges

The group discussed challenges with managing invasive phragmites in wetland areas,
Dow shared their experience of reducing it by 70% over three years through cutting and
helicopter spraying, though they still have significant areas to manage. They noted that
while some methods like burning and flooding are used by others, they prefer not to use
controlled burns due to nearby industrial tanks and have encountered equipment issues
in the wet, muddy terrain. The discussion also covered the challenges of establishing
native wetland plants, which can take multiple years to establish and compete with
invasive species, with one project showing improvement from 12 species in year one to
more diverse growth in subsequent years.

Saginaw Floodplain Data Collection Update

The team discussed data collection efforts for the Saginaw floodplain and Upper
Saginaw areas, with approximately 400 samples collected so far this year. They noted
challenges in gaining access to properties for data collection, particularly in residential
areas, and mentioned ongoing efforts to improve community engagement. EPA briefly
discussed monitoring requirements under the Superfund project, including fish
monitoring, and noted that while more data is needed to detect trends statistically,
preliminary analyses suggest no clear trends are present yet.



Community Newsletter Distribution Plan

EPA discussed the distribution of its recently updated newsletter, which will be sent via
mail and email to the community. The newsletter includes information about flood
planning, community involvement, and ongoing projects. The group also reviewed the
website's new "featured documents" section, which now includes the community
involvement plan and other key materials. They briefly discussed the potential for future
newsletter issues and the importance of maintaining communication with the
community. The CAG provided a few comments on the newsletter.

Status of Health Risk Signs

MDHHS is still working on final language for updated warning signs in floodplains and
noted the challenges in finding language that adequately communicates health risks
without causing unnecessary alarm, particularly regarding soil contamination in parks.
The group noted that while EPA was satisfied with the current version, other agencies
had concerns about the wording, and they planned to continue working on finding
acceptable language before the next meeting in October.



